Gwernyfed Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd October 2017
St Peters Church Hall, Glasbury on Wye
Community Councillors Present
Mr Andy Jones (Chair)

Mrs Jackie Hattingh

Mrs Cheryl Hyde


Mrs Margaret David


Mr Mike Bugler


Mr Ray Jeffries


Mr Eric Hoole


Mr Derek Price

Mr David Edlin
In Attendance
Cllr James Evans, and Mrs Rachel Jones (Clerk)

1 Opening Comments

AJ welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2
Declarations of Interest

None
3
Apologies

Mr Grahame Day
4
Minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2017
Accuracy

The minutes were accepted as accurate and were signed by AJ

Matters Arising

I
Item 4I
AJ has yet to produce the article for the website on invasive species.  However, he did note that there had been an item on Gardner’s World recently about Himalayan Balsam and the development of a rust fungus to control its growth.
II
Item 4II
EH confirmed that the Railway Line Garden Centre were happy to have the noticeboard located at the Centre.  It was agreed to order a noticeboard and pass this to them for positioning.  
Action: Clerk to purchase noticeboard
III
Item 4III
MD reported that several of the footpaths had already been walked and she had received comments.  MD will collate the information and bring it to the December meeting; assistance can be provided by the Clerk to do this.
Action: Clerk to place as agenda item for December meeting
IV
Item 4VII
AJ reported that he had emailed all the community and town councils in Powys regarding the lack of LDP and effect this is having on the planning process.  He had received a variety of responses but it didn’t appear to be an issue in many areas.
V
Item 4VIII
The visit to the Houses of Parliament were discussed.  CH reported that the Black Mountain Lions were also planning a visit and it was agreed to see what their arrangements were to see if a joint visit could be arranged.  
VI
Item 6
The Clerk confirmed that a response had been received to the suggestion that the Leader could obtain information on local businesses from the Business Rates department.  This suggestion had been welcomed.  
VII
Item 7
JE confirmed that he had spoken to Highways regarding the state of the handrail on the bridge in Glasbury and was also meeting with officers shortly to discuss the capital programme.
VIII
Item 9(i)
A letter of thanks had been received regarding the donation to St Peters Church hall.
IX
Item 9(ii)
The Clerk confirmed that the donation to Brecon Advice Centre last year had been £50.  CH proposed the donation this year should be £100; this was seconded by MB and agreed by all.
Action: Clerk to send donation to Brecon Advice Centre

X
Item 10(iii)
JE confirmed that he had contacted the local depot and they will address the Japanese Knotweed on the highway in Glasbury.  AJ reported that he had tried several times to contact the local resident, but to date had not succeeded.
5
Planning Matters
P/2017/0915 Full: Stage 1; Removal of existing poly tunnel and replace with new retail store; Removal of existing retail buildings and replace with packing and processing centre, storage and events hall; New entrance off the A438 to new parking facilities at Old Railway Line Nursery, Three Cocks, Brecon, Powys
The above application was discussed and whilst it was agreed that the Community Council were generally supportive of this application, there was concern regarding the new entrance being so close to the main entrance to Gwernyfed High School.  It was queried whether an alternative road layout might be feasible.
Action: Clerk to respond to PCC

6
Literature & Information Received
(i)
SP Energy Networks - Partnership Opportunities

This item was received and it was agreed that if the organisation does cover this area, that their contact details could go on the website.

Action: Clerk to check remit of company
(ii)
Neighbourhood Policing Update

This item was received
(iii)
Hay Lodge Invitation

This item was received
(iv)
Loneliness Report


This item was received
(v)
Mid & West Wales Fire Authority Consultation

This item was received
(vi)
One Voice Wales AGM Motions

This item was received.  It was agreed that MB be the representative for One Voice Wales.

Action: Clerk to contact One Voice Wales
(vii)
Powys Teaching Health Board Engagement

This item was received.  It was agreed to put the meeting dates on the website
(viii)
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum

Unfortunately only the Welsh language version of this had been circulated.  Item to be re-sent

Action: Clerk to re-send e-mail
(ix)
Powys Archives Newsletter

This item was received
7
County Councillors Report 
JE reported that he had met recently with Simon Crowther of PCC to discuss the river banks in Felindre.  The rivers are silting up and PCC will be doing some work shortly to remove the silt to help reduce the risk of flooding.  PCC are also working with local landowners to repair other parts of the river bank.  JE reported on the financial situation in Powys.  There are massive savings to be made across the Authority over the next three years and the financial situation is dire.  The settlement from the Welsh Government will be announced shortly and it is expected that this will be lower than last year, with no recognition from Cardiff of the issues caused by the rural nature of Powys and its aging population.  
8
Items for the Brecon & Radnor Express
It was agreed that there was no item for the press this month
9
Financial Matters

(i)
Clerks Salary 
The Clerks salary of £200 was agreed
10
Any Other Business

(i)
MD reported that the grass had not been cut in Felindre.  MD had contacted PCC and received a very apologetic response, and assurance that the grass would be cut.
(ii)
AJ raised an issue that had been brought up at the Governing Body meeting of Gwernyfed High School.  Hay Town Council provides bursaries to students who might otherwise struggle to pay for educational visits.  He queried whether this was something that the Community Council might want to look into as a way of supporting the local community.  CH reported that the Lions provide bursaries to local students who are going abroad to undertake voluntary work.  
Action: AJ to contact Hay Town Council

Clerk to provide information on school funding

Next Meeting – 7th November 2017 in Felindre Village Hall, Felindre.
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