Gwernyfed Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd January 2017
Felindre Village Hall, Felindre
Community Councillors Present
Mr Andy Jones (Chair)

Cllr Geraint Hopkins


Mr Derek Price

Mrs Jackie Hattingh


Mr David Edlin

Mr Eric Hoole 

Mr Ray Jeffries

Mrs Margaret David


Mrs Cheryl Hyde 

Mr Grahame Day
In Attendance
Mrs Rachel Jones (Clerk) and Sue Fuller (Item 7)
1 Opening Comments

AJ welcomed everyone to the meeting, and thanked those who had been able to attend last months meeting.  He had received very positive feedback from members of the public who had attended.  AJ also thanked SF for attending for item 7
2
Declarations of Interest

GH declared an interest in item 7 and AJ and RJ in item 11(iii).
3
Apologies

None
4
Minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2016
Accuracy

The minutes were accepted as accurate and were signed by AJ

Matters Arising

I
Item 5
The response as discussed was sent to the developer

II
Item 6I
Clerk to follow up with Simon Crowther of PCC
III
Item 6V
The slurry pit is now full.  GH is still in touch with Tom Goodman of PCC regarding this issue.
IV
Item 6VI
MD reported on the ongoing issue over the parking in Felindre.  Claims had been made regarding ownership of the bank on the roadside, MD will follow this up with Land Registry
Action: MD to contact Land Registry

V
Item 6VIII
AJ confirmed he had contacted the Wye & Usk Foundation regarding attending next months meeting, a response is awaited.
VI
Item 7(iii)
A response has not been received from PCC regarding the pavement.
VII
Item 11(ii)
AJ confirmed he had responded to James Protheroe
5
Planning Matters
P2016 1256
LBC remodelling of existing 2nd floor layout to offer two en-suite guest bedrooms at Aberllynfi House  Glasbury
There were no observations on this application
6
Literature & Information Received
(i)
Powys Archives Newsletter
This item was received, and again the interesting contents were noted.
7
Access around Felindre

CH gave an overview of the issue in the forestry above Felindre, and that access to the stony track was being denied.  This route has been used in excess of twenty years by members of the local community and visitors to the area and so in January 2014 a Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) application was made to secure the use of this route.  Chris Davies MP had attended a meeting with the community and the landowner, and had acted as an intermediary in putting forward a solution to the community on behalf of the landowner.  This solution involved granting a permissive access in return for the DMMO application being dropped.  In submitting the application for the DMMO, SF had received around 100 statements of continued use of the stony track.  The application had been made to the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, who manage rights of way on behalf of Powys County Council.  However, an issue over funding has slowed the determination of the application.  DE suggested that PCC be contacted and asked to pursue the determination of the application; this letter to be copied to SF, BBNPA, Chris Davies MP and Kirsty Williams AM.  This was agreed by all.  DP suggested a motion for a formal resolution; that Gwernyfed Community Council supports the application of the DMMO relating to the stony track through Hay Forest (also known as Felindre forestry).  This was unanimously agreed; GH abstained.  AJ thanked SF for undertaking this application and her work was much appreciated. 
Action: Clerk to write to PCC Rights of Way Department
8
County Councillors Report 
GH had forwarded e-mails regarding the financial settlement, and that there was nothing else to report.

9
Items for the Brecon & Radnor Express
It was suggested that an item publicising the updated website could be produced.
Action: CH to produce an article for inclusion in the Brecon & Radnor
10
Financial Matters

(i)
Precept

The level of precept was discussed, including the potential costs of an election later this year.  MD proposed that the level of the precept remain unchanged at £19.03, this was agreed by all.
Action: Clerk to confirm level of Precept with PCC

(ii)
Clerks Salary & Expenses

The Clerks salary of £120 was agreed
11
Any Other Business

(i)
GD had seen a television programme where Mesh Potato was used to bring broadband connection to remote areas.  The Mesh Potato is a device for providing low-cost telephony and Internet access in areas where alternative access either doesn’t exist or is too expensive
(ii)
DE reported that he had been in contact with PCC regarding the LDP in particular with regard to the housing allocation on the site of Treble Hill.  This has been reduced from 11 to 5 properties, but he was concerned that PCC were claiming that they didn’t know this site was in split ownership, although the Community Council had pointed this out early on in the process.
EH took the Chair for this item

(iii)
Following on from last months discussion regarding the proposed development on the former school and Tramway cottage sites, DE suggested that PCC planning department be contacted and informed of the Community Councils concerns.  These relate to access into the development sites and also that the proposed developments lie outside of the development boundary, and that a copy of the minute of the communities concerns also be included.  This was agreed.
Action: DE to draft a letter for distribution

AJ took the Chair

(iv)
DP requested an update on the work of Love Glasbury.  RJ reported that there was a meeting scheduled for 4th January and he would be attending, he would be able to give an update at the next meeting.
(v)
GH reported that he had been told of damage to the safe routes to school path leading to Gwernyfed High School.  Debris had fallen into the brook, resulting in it diverting and this was now undercutting the safe route.  GH is following this up with Highways.

(vi)
The Clerk reported that an invoice for the sum of £186 had been received for the audit.  This was less than last years audit and was agreed.

Action: Clerk to send payment for the audit.
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